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WELCOME to the 2026 Festival. This year’s lineup will carry you across
continents and ecosystems, revealing the extraordinary places and
people working to protect the natural world. These stories inspire action,
spark curiosity and deepen the understanding of our planet. We're so glad
you’re here and part of this community.

We kicked off the festival on March 12 with Student Day on the Shepherd
University campus. This special ACFF program introduces public school
middle and high school students to conservation themes and filmmaking.
We extend our thanks to the students and teachers of Jefferson County
and the Frederick County (MD) Career and Technical Center for their
participation. Students viewed short films and took part in breakout
sessions with filmmakers, scientists, and conservationists.

Student Day was made possible through the generous support of the Eastern West Virginia
Community Foundation and the creative efforts of the following individuals:

Katy Babinski Emiley Garcia-Zych ~ Mary Logan Hoxton ~ Randy Robinson
Brian Bloodworth Elizabeth Green Ellen Murphy Amy Thomas
Jason Caldwell Althea Guevara Potomac Valley Carolyn Thomas,
Francis Carroll Mikayla Hamrick Audubon Society Coordinator
Laura Carter Amber Hodges Thad Reid Brent Walls

The 2026 Festival is Made Possible by these Major Contributors:
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Dennis Liu
PRESIDENT

Michele McDonnell
TREASURER

Deborah Tucker
SECRETARY

Larry Cumbo

Sarah Gulick

Mikayla Hamrick
Mary Logan Hoxton
Amber Kodges
Madge Morningstar
Pia Peltola

Henry “Hank” Willard

Stella van Hilst
JUNIOR BOARD MEMBER

Hilary Lo
FESTIVAL DIRECTOR
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FRIDAY MARCH 13

- Red Wolf in Time Out _
SPECIAL GUESTS

- Fish for the Future
After the films, stay for a discussion

SHORT Flm o o on Al and the future of wildlife
BLOCK 1 - Potomac Protector storytelling with filmmaker

- Fighting the Krill Collapse Christopher Paetkau and watch
. filmmaker Matthew Benton accept
- aRTIFICIAL PLANET
aRTIFICI the 2026 Super Short Film Award.

2PM - 3:30PM EXHIBIT HALL OPEN

SPECIAL GUESTS

3:30pm - TheBirds After the films, hear from Naamal
SOy * Wild Hope: DeSilva of the American Bird
Building for Birds Conservancy and Wild Hope: Building
for Birds filmmaker, Sam LeGrys.

4:30PM - 6PM EXHIBIT HALL OPEN

6PM . Unless Something

FEATURE  Goes Terribly Wrong After the film, stay for a conversation

with Shepherdstown’s public

works team, Mayor James
Gatz, “Woody” Coe, and Kenny

Shipley, on the real-world systems
that safeguard our water.

Fish for the Future
SUPER SHORT FILM
AWARD WINNER

aRTIFICIAL

STUDENT FILM
AWARD WINNER



11AM
SHORT FILM
BLOCK 3

12PM - 1:30PM

1:30PM
SHORT FILM
BLOCK 4

2:30PM - 4PM

4PM
SHORT FILM
BLOCK 5

5PM - 6:30PM

6:30PM
FEATURE

- In Her Nature:

Sloth Detectives

- In Her Nature:

Behind the Scenes

EXHIBIT HALL OPEN

- A Bottomless

Reservoir of Joy

- A Little Story

About Forever

- Cone People
- An Optimist’s Guide

to the Planet: Energize

- Data Center

Tipping Point

EXHIBIT HALL OPEN

- Guardians of the Earth
- For Deer Life

- The Clearing

GREEN SPARK AWARD WINNER

EXHIBIT HALL OPEN

- Snow Leopard Sisters

SATURDAY MARCH 14

SPECIAL GUESTS

After the films, stay for a discussion with five
filmmakers behind the groundbreaking project In
Her Nature: Katie Schuler, Jocelyn Stokes, Melanie
Lippert, Jess Wiegandt Gomez, and Ash Benzwie.

SPECIAL GUESTS

After the films, join us for a Q&A
about the proposed data center in
Jefferson County with Dr. Christine
Wimer and filmmaker Kayla Shea.

&

SPECIAL GUEST

After the films, stay for a discussion
about the impact of environmental
activists with Holly Jonas, Director of
Mongabay’s Network Program.

The Clearing ™

GREEN SPARK
AWARD WINNER



https://conservationfilmfest.org/guardians-of-the-earth/

SUNDAY MARCH 15

- Trash Pie

SHORTII-}(?_M Reindalen After the films, stay for a
. | . . .
BLOCK 6 Q&A with filmmakers Chloé

. Little Brown Bird Fitzmaurice (Trash Pie) and KT
Bryden (Little Brown Bird).

12PM - 1:30PM EXHIBIT HALL OPEN

- The Detectorists

1:30PM . Stay after the films for a post-film
SHORTFILM A Body Called Life discussion with filmmaker Kyle
BLOCK7 . The Rewilders Gunther and River Conservationist
Mark Angelo and the presentation
of the 2026 ACFF Green Fire Award.

2:30PM - 4PM EXHIBIT HALL OPEN

4PM . Unearth
FEATURE

The Rewilders
GREEN FIRE
AWARD WINNER

Vote for the Audience Choice Awards!

After attending the screenings your
ratings help determine the winner for
ACFF’s Short Film and Feature Audience
Choice Awards. You can rate eligible
films from your “My Ticket” page.



https://conservationfilmfest.org/the-detectorists/

ACFF EXHIBIT HALL

For the second year, ACFF will host exhibits and

concessions in McCoy Hall during the Festival.
Stop in between screenings to connect with
local conservation organizations, learn about
their work, and discover ways to get involved in
protecting the places we love.

While you’'re there, browse a selection of
books and enjoy food and beverages from local
favorites Alma Bea, Amy & Alex Coffee, Bistro
112, and Community Garden Market.

Hours are listed in the Festival schedule.

EXHIBITORS
Appalachian Trail Land Trust of the
Conservancy Eastern Panhandle

Berkeley-Jefferson Master
Gardener Association

Blue Ridge Wildlife Center
Four Seasons Books
Friends of the

Potomac Valley
Audubon Society

Shepherd University
Lifelong Learning

Shepherdstown Bee City

THANKS

Amy Matthews Amos
Elise Baach
Geoffrey Brown
Mark Burgess
Kristy Cherry
Marian Condon
Katy Daily
Tatianna Evanisko
Jeff Feldman
Marcia Flanigan
Annette Gloomis
Jeff Groff

Sarah Gulick
Terry Hadley

Jeff Hertrick

Sue Kemnitzer
Alex Kemnitzer Fund
Sarah Koenigsburg
Rick Lo

Mark Madison
Theodore Madison
Sharon Metcalf
Tobi Moriarty

Mark Muse

Maria Parisi

Thad Reid

Tracy Riordan
Sean Shearer

Amy Thomas
Anika Wirt

National Conservation
Training Center

Friends of the
Cacapon River

Shepherdstown
Community Club

Town Run Watershed

West Virginia Land Trust
Jefferson County Farmland
Protection Board

MANY THANKS TO OUR GUARDIAN AND STEWARD SPONSORS
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2026 DONORS

CONSERVATIONISTS
($1,000+)

Marianne Alexander
Elise & Marty Baach

John Bresland &
Beth Batdorf

John Duepree &
Sally Reynolds

Mary Logan & Rob Hoxton
Sue Kemnitzer

Thomas Mika & Ora
Christi Maynes

Mary Ruos
Bonnie Sitman
Fran Skiles
Deborah Tucker

Hank Willard &
Jeffrey Greer

GUARDIANS ($500+)

Geoffrey Brown
Mary Fortuna
Judy Jones

Kirsten Martin &
Sean Murtagh

Kakie & Andrew McMillan

In memory of Mary
& Larry Patterson

Itsa
Waterway

Pia Peltola & Andrew
Singletary

Martha Ryan
Carolyn & Bruce Thomas
Roy Winkel

STEWARDS ($250+)

Kristy Cherry

Ann & Fred D’Alauro
Sir Dunkin

Mark & Susan Galbraith
James Gatz

lan Gibson-Smith

Tom Mayes & Rod Glover
Michele McDonnell
Joseph Morra

Tracy Riordan
Elisabeth Staro
Theresa Trainor

Lisa & Paul Welch, in
Memory of Alice Barkus

PATRONS ($100+)

Jenny Ewing Allen
Marcia Brand
Jill Craig

Jeff Feldman &
Kristin Alexander

Carl & Charlotte Frasch
Sarah Gulick

Donna Hiatt

Than & Mary Anne Hitt
Nan Johnson

Jackie Lewis

Dennis Liu

Deborah Maiorano
Amy Mathews Amos
Diane Niedzialkowski
Leah & David Rampy

Jeffrey Stine &
Marcel Lafollette

Rie Wilson
Susan Wolcott
Lynn & Chess Yellott

FRIENDS (<$100)

Joanne Bario
Mary Brittingham

Lawrence Cumbo
Eileen Davis
Allyson Degrassi
Mikayla Hamrick
Jennifer Helwig

Karen Henry & Madge
Morningstar

Marty Hiatt
Georgia Jeppesen
Rodi Kadin
Amber Kodges
Jennifer Lee
David Leider
Suzanne Patrick
Christina Reardon
Fran Ritchie
Monica Schorn
Kay Schultz
Barbara & John Shaffer

AS OF MARCH 1, 2026
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PROTECY YOUR OUTDOOR LEGACY

Shepherd GE%

UNIVERSITY JOHNSON&JOHNSON

MEATING = AIR COMDITIONING +» FLUMIING

TWO RIVERS TREADS
RUN WALK HEALTH
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ACFF DESIGN & MARKETING BY EDEN DESIGN



The Festival is Made Possible by these Conservationist Sponsors:
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ACCIDENT & INJURY LAWYERS

REIDS

DISTRIBUTOR

MORRIS ORCHARD

— NATURAL BURIAL-

JEFFERSON COUNTY

FARMLAND

PROTECTION BOARD
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