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DAY 1// THURSDAY

MARCH 6

10AM STUDENT DAY

StudentDay@ACFF is an exciting new
program which brings together sixth-
grade students from Shepherdstown
Middle School, biology students from
Jefferson High School, and film students
from Frederick Career and Technology
Center for a day of immersive learning.
Participants engage with filmmakers
and films, discovering how scientists
and filmmakers collaborate to craft
compelling narratives about the natural
world. With support from the West
Virginia Film Office and Potomac Valley
Audubon Society, the first ACFF student
day showcases the power of film to
inspire the next

generation of o
environmental ﬂ WVf | Im
stewards and

filmmakers.

3PM CONCESSIONS & EXHIBITS

4PM SHORT FILM BLOCK 1

- Timber Rattlesnakes of Catoctin
Mountain Park

« Saving the Southern Appalachian
Red Spruce Forest

« Friends of the Frogpool Lane
« Wild Hope: Unleaded

« Reviving the Forgotten River
(Student Film Award)

AN INTRODUCTION
TO THE ATC

AFTER SHORT

FILMS BLOCK 1

Katie Allen

Director of Landscape
Conservation Appalachian
Trail Conservancy

PANEL DISCUSSION
AFTER SHORT FILMS BLOCK 1

Geoff Luck

Executive Producer & Director
of Impact for the Wild Hope
Initiative at HHMI

Tangled Bank Studios

Kylé Pienaar
Filmmaker, Wild
Hope: Unleaded

Grace Eggleston & Nick Tucker

Filmmakers, Timber Rattlesnakes
of Catoctin Mountain Park

Lindsey Aranson, Elizabeth Green,
Lily Huffman, & Sarah King

Filmmakers, Reviving the Forgotten River

5PM CONCESSIONS & EXHIBITS

6: 30PM THE GRAB

Q&A
Dr. Christine Wimer
Local Policy Expert




DAY 2 // FRIDAY

MARCH 7

3PM CONCESSIONS & EXHIBITS

4PM SHORT FILM BLOCK 2
- Quota (Super Short Award)
« Plant Heist

« Vanishing Voices: Saving Our
Hawaiian Forest Birds

« Deep Trouble

—~—

Vanishing Voices: Saving

Our Hawaiian ForestBirds .-

\//

) .

Plant Heist

Q&A
AFTER SHORT FILMS BLOCK 2

Lori L. Udall

Program Director for the
Sacharuna Foundation
(Producers of Deep Trouble)

5PM CONCESSIONS & EXHIBITS
7PM MOLLIE’S PACK

THROUGHOUT
THE FESTIVAL
Justin Perkinson
Benthos 360°

An Immersive, VR
Freshwater Experience




DAY 3 // SATURDAY

MARCH 8

10AM CONCESSIONS & EXHIBITS

11AM BURY ME AT
TAYLOR HOLLOW

A COMMUNITY CONVERSATION
John Christian Phifer

Film Subject and Conservation Expert

Orion Pahl
Filmmaker

12PM CONCESSIONS & EXHIBITS

1:30PM AN OPTIMIST’S
GUIDE TO THE
PLANET

Q&A
John Ealer

Senior Production
Executive, An Optimist’s
Guide to the Planet

2:20PM CONCESSIONS & EXHIBITS

4PM SHORT FILM BLOCK 3
« Catapults to Cameras
(Green Fire Award)
. Bat Boy

Q&A AFTER SHORT FILMS BLOCK 3
Aaron Lemle
Filmmaker, Bat Boy

Joey Curti
Scientific Advisor, Bat Boy

5PM CONCESSIONS & EXHIBITS
7PM WILDING




DAY 4 // SUNDAY

MARCH 9

10AM CONCESSIONS & EXHIBITS

11AM SHORT FILM BLOCK 4

« Polar Bear Country
« Welcome Home
« We Can Get There from Here

12:10PM CONCESSIONS & EXHIBITS

1PM SHORT FILM
BLOCK 5
« On the 8th Day
« The Snowy Owls of Logan Airport
« The Bird in my Backyard
« Flora, Fauna, Funga

2PM CONCESSIONS & EXHIBITS

3:30PM SHORT FILM
BLOCK 6
« To Scale: Time

« Truffles are Hiding a Dirty
Little Secret

- Freetown’s Ultra Cool Roofs
- Planetwalker (Green Spark Award)

ZOOMED Q&A

AFTER SHORT FILMS BLOCK 6

Nadia Gill
Filmmaker, Planetwalker

VOT

Q&A AFTER SHORT
FILMS BLOCK 5
Sam Sheline
Filmmaker,

Flora, Fauna, Funga
Giuliana Furci

Film Subject & Mycologist,
Flora, Fauna, Funga

4:30PM CONCESSIONS & EXHIBITS
6:30PM QUEER PLANET

Q&A
‘ Dr. Christine Wilkinson
3 Film Subject and

Conservation Expert

' AUDIENCE CHOICE AWARD: After attending the screenings,
m vote for your favorite short film from your “My Tickets” page.




2025 DONORS

CONSERVATIONIST
$1,000+

Marianne Alexander
Allemall Foundation
Elise and Marty Baach

Beth Batdorf and
John Bresland

Frances Brolle
Kristy Cherry

Mary Logan and
Rob Hoxton

David and Janet Hunke

Ora Christi Maynes
and Thomas Mika and
(Kemnitzer Fund)

Sally Reynolds and
John Deupree

Mary Ruos

Deborah Tucker

Hank Willard and
Jeffrey Greer

GUARDIAN $500+
Gregory Coble
Sir Dunkin Dog

Kirsten Martin and

Sean Murtugh

Pia Peltola

Bonnie Sitman

Stephen Skinner and
© Travis Wickland

Barbara Spicher and
Martin Burke

Lisa and Paul Welch
Lynn Yellot

: STEWARD $250+

Kathy Bilton

Geoffrey and

. Suzanne Brown
Carolyn and Bruce Thomas :

Mark Burgess

Frederic and Ann D’Alauro

Jeff Feldman

lan Gibson-Smith (The
. lanthom Foundation)

Ms. Marty Hiatt
Judith Jones
Dennis Liu

Amy Mathews Amos

Kathrine and Robert
© McMillan, Jr.

© Elisabeth Staro
© Chrissy van Hilst

. James Shawn and
Linda Walker

© Roy Winkle

. PATRON $100+
Jenny Allen

© John Allen, Jr.
Lynn Coddington

Andrew and
: Barbara Ferrari

© Phil Fitzpatrick

SPECIAL THANKS

Marty Baach . Lindsey Guild
Dottie Bloodworth : Praise Hall
Janna Bond Mikayla Hamrick
Peggy Bowers Chrissy Harris-
Geoffrey Brown Kessler

Mark Burgess . Jeff Hertrick
B Carelie Dayna Juraschek
et Carr Alex Kemnitzer.

. : Fund for Emerging
Kristy Cherry . Filmmakers
Tatianna Evanisko  : g,e Kemnitzer
Jeff Feldman  Ellen Kinzer
Adam Frank Sarah Koenigsberg
Alex Goetz : Rick Lo
Jeff Groff © Mark Madison

: Theodore Madison
: Amy Mathews-

: Amos

: Sharon Metcalf

: Emily Morgan

: Mark Muse
Maria Parisi
David Plummer
Potomac Valley
. Audubon Society
Cindy Powers

: Thad Reid

: Randy Robinson

: Jen Rolston,
: Eden Design

. Route 11

. Potato Chips

: Bob Schwartz
Sophie Scudieri,
: Eden Design

: Sean Shearer
Shepherd

: University -

. Lifelong Learning
. Elisabeth Staro
. Kelly Sweet

- Amy Thomas
Bruce Thomas
© Anika Wirt



Dana Fogle (in honor of
Madge Morningstar)

Marcel Follette and
Jeffrey Stine

Carl and Charlotte Frasch
Diana Gaviria and Jon Pike
Sarah Gulick

Lucille Harris

Lucetta and
Marten Jenkins

Nan Johnson

Kelly and Diana Kincannon

David Kirkwood

Marie McGraw and
Howard Wachtel

William McShea
Kathleen Morotti

Suzanne Offutt and
Michael Zagarella

Suzanne Patrick

Leah and David Rampy

Randy Robinson

Lois Schiffer
(Kemnitzer Fund)

Kay Schultz

Jeffrey Stine and

Marcel LaFollette

. Theresa Trainor

Frank and Annette

© Van Hilst
Susan Wolcott

FRIEND $50+
Joanne Bario

Josephine Beam

Dow Benedict

: Skylar Benedict and

Georgia Jeppesen

. Aileen Boyd
. Jill Craig

Kate Didden

: James Dillon

Martha Egan

. Mikayla Hamrick
Benjamin and

. Jennifer Helwig

Laura Henry-Stone
Mary Anne and Than Hitt
: Ronald Kaltenbaugh

: Angela Klinefelter
Jennifer Lee

 Bill Lukens

© Karene Motivans and
: Stuart Wallace

: Maria Parisi

. Kylie Petti

© Tracy Riordan
Deborah Rochefort
© Melinda Schmitt

: Jane Super

 Faye Thompson
Rose M (Rie) Wilson

: ASOF MARCH 1, 2025

2025 BOARD
OF DIRECTORS

Dennis Liu
PRESIDENT

Carolyn Ruos Thomas
VICE PRESIDENT

Michele McDonnell
TREASURER

Dan Tresize
SECRETARY

Hilary Lo
FESTIVAL DIRECTOR

Elise Baach

Mary Wells Ball

Larry Cumbo

Sarah Gulick

Mary Logan Hoxton
Pia Peltola

Deborah Tucker
Henry “Hank” Willard
Madge Morningstar

Stella van Hilst
JUNIOR BOARD MEMBER

/MMY) AMERICAN
i1l CONSERVATION
g LM FESTIVAL
Support ACFF &
Give Power to Storytelling

P.0. Box 889
Shepherdstown
West Virginia 25433

info@conservationfilmfest.org
conservationfilmfest.org



THANK YOU TO OUR 2025 SPONSORS
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